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From the 
Executive Director
John DeLollis 

This year, 2020, is more than a new beginning, It’s the start of a new decade, one that by most fore-
casts will be busy and profitable. New York still has a lot of projects in the planning stages which will 

come to fruition over the next several years. And that means a potential for growth for wise contractors; 
ones who plan well and utilize the tools available. 

First among these tools are our workers, the union men and women our member firms and New York 
City depend on for top-quality production. The CBAs we’ve bargained with the unions are the ruling 
contractual accords. But during the upcoming decade there will be new CBAs agreed to with updates 
and revisions often necessary.

Changes are bound to come about over these next years. The construction industry, which is often de-
rided because of the slow movement toward use of technology, drones, IT, climate controls, modular 
building and other new expertise is finally moving forward and is bound to influence our negotiations, I 
recommend you read over our existing CBAs, so you are best equipped to understand them and how 
they affect your individual business. Some of these are quite complex. I want to stress that I am always 
available to clarify any elements and answer questions (516-478-5600). 

I also want to remind you that our annual convention will be held this year in Puerto Rico at the St. Regis 
Bahia Beach Resort from February 21—25. Please make your reservations as soon as you can. You know it 
is a great opportunity for relaxation, group meetings, and networking. Oh, and great fun too. Don’t miss it. 

And of course, our Annual Dinner Dance is also nearly upon us—Saturday, April 4th at Terrace On The 
Park in Flushing. It’s our most important get-together of the year and our most well-attended. So, make 
sure to reserve seats when they become available. 

Wishing you every success in this first year of the decade.

        John

A New Decade: Keep Informed
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From the 
President
Michael Weber 

My involvement for the past 20 plus years with AWCI along with the WC&C has been person-
ally and professionally rewarding on many fronts.

Building relationships with my peers whether it’s locally with my involvement in WC&C or 
participating in the AWCI Convention & Intex Expo, I believe the rewards have been invaluable.  
Engaging with your peers around the country and sharing common experiences are important 
for your continued growth.  Should you decide to attend this year’s convention March 22 through 
March 26th at Paris, Las Vegas I would recommend attending some seminars being offered such 
as Tech-Know: Maximizing Contractor’s Software, Data and Mobile Tools for Profit by Kyle Hamer, 
president of Hamer Marketing Group.  Another seminar to check out is Elite Performance During 
Chaos and Critical Stress by Chad Pearson of Plexxis Software.  You can also stop by the seminar 
titled Identifying, Understanding and Negotiating Around Unfair and Oppressive Contract Language 
by Rich Capriola and Eric Coleman of Winter Capriola Zenner, LLC just to name a few. For more 
information or to attend this event, go to www.awci.org/events/awci-convention/register. 

On a local note, our By-laws committee has been working on updating our By-laws which 
was last amended September 16, 2008. Our goal is to have the proposed amendment completed 
this spring for review and ratification by the membership.

Stay tuned and enjoy what’s left of this mild winter.

       Michael Weber

Personal and Professional Development 
are Keys for Success
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Department of Buildings Commissioner 
Melanie E. La Rocca announced the 
publication of a new amended rule 
governing exterior wall inspections 
and repairs, strengthening our existing 
Façade Inspection & Safety Program 
(FISP). The rules will be in effect on 
February 20, 2020. Known as “Local 
Law 11” inspections, this program 
requires all owners of buildings over six 
stories tall to hire licensed professionals 
to perform a comprehensive façade 
inspection every five years and submit 
these FISP reports for our review. 

“Building owners are on notice – main-
tain the safety of your façades, or you 
will face stiff fines and rigorous enforce-
ment,” said Commissioner La Rocca. 
“We are strengthening the tools we 
already have to ensure that New York-
ers are kept safe from deteriorating 
façades. New rule changes and more 
proactive field inspections will better 
equip us to hold negligent building own-
ers accountable and protect the public.”

Among other changes in the new 
amended rule, FISP reports will now 
require more up-close, hands-on 
inspections, as well as enhanced ex-
perience requirements for privately 
contracted Qualified Exterior Wall In-
spectors (QEWI), increased penalties 
for property owners who fail to make 
repairs to unsafe façade conditions, and 
a new requirement for landlords to post 
information on the status of the façade 
in the lobby of the building.

The final rule, published in The City 
Record, is part of a slate of recent ac-
tions DOB has taken to increase façade 

safety in New York City, following a 
December 2019 fatal façade collapse 
that occurred in Midtown, Manhattan. 
This rule change was first proposed 
in November 2019. DOB also imple-
mented a number of enhancements to 
our existing agency façade inspection 
process, conducted a citywide sweep 
of façades in need of remedial repairs, 
and doubled our existing dedicated 
façade inspection team with the addi-
tion of 12 new staff to the unit. Since 
the proposed rule was first announced 
in November, we have incorporated 
several changes to the final rule, in-
cluding an increase in penalties to 
property owners for late and missing 
FISP reports.

The safety of all New Yorkers is our 
highest priority. All buildings in New 
York City, regardless of height, are re-
quired by law to be maintained by their 
owners in a safe condition. If a member 
of the public suspects any potentially 
dangerous conditions on a building 
façade, they are strongly encouraged 
to tell the Department about it by filing 
an official complaint with 311, or to 911 
in the case of an emergency.

“I commend the Department of Build-
ings for taking additional steps to 
enhance building safety, expanding 
critical regulations that keep the people 
frequenting our sidewalks and streets 
safe. New York is the biggest city in the 
country, and it is imperative that building 
owners comply with these regulations 
to safeguard human health and life. 
These new rules should make it clear 
that the City will not tolerate neglect in 

ENHANCEMENTS FOR FAÇADE INSPECTION 
PROGRAM PUBLISHED IN CITY RECORD 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS

New rules published in the City Record require more up-close, hands on inspections for 
periodic façade reports

building maintenance, especially when 
it puts people in danger,” said Council 
Member Robert E. Cornegy, Jr.

“Building owners now have zero ex-
cuses. The new stiffer regulations are in 
effect because New Yorkers should not 
have to worry about our buildings crum-
bling and injuring or even killing them 
due to negligence. It is clear we can 
no longer leave buildings in dangerous 
conditions because the consequences 
can be fatal,” said Council Member 
Ben Kallos. “Commissioner Melanie La 
Rocca is taking bold steps at the De-
partment of Buildings to hold building 
owners responsible for needed facade 
repairs, or rolling up her sleeves and 
getting it done herself. While I initially 
proposed the City inspect sidewalk 
sheds under Int. 1353 of 2019 and 
make necessary repairs within 90 days 
under Int. 1389 of 2016, the Depart-
ment of Buildings is being even more 
aggressive at 60 days. I look forward to 
a safer city with a lot less scaffolding, 
and with fewer, if any, collapses as this 
new program moves forward.”

“In the wake of the tragedy that oc-
curred in my district, I worked with the 
Department of Buildings to ensure that 
an accident from dangerous façades 
never happens again. The enactment of 
these rules is a positive step to ensuring 
that façades are kept up to code and 
accidents are avoided. As a city, our 
principle responsibility is to ensure the 
public’s safety and the swift enactment 
of these rules works to address that,” 
said Council Member Keith Powers.  •
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It’s The Law
By Mark A. Rosen

Mark A. Rosen is legal counsel to the Association of Wall-Ceiling 
& Carpentry Industries of New York, Inc. He is a partner in the firm 
of McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP. Mark practices 
in the areas of construction and contract law, public contract law, 
arbitration, surety, and general commercial litigation. He can be 
reached at mrosen@mdmc-law.com. 

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY MUST REIMBURSE 
EMPLOYEE’S USE OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA
A New Jersey appeals court ordered a construction company to comply with 
a state workers compensation judge’s order to reimburse a former employee 
for the costs of medical marijuana used by the employee to treat chronic back 
pain caused by a work related injury.  

In 2010 New Jersey passed the Compassionate Release Medical Marijuana Act 
(“MMA”) which decriminalized medical marijuana.  In this case, the court held 
that federal drug laws, which still consider marijuana a controlled substance, 
did not pre-empt the MMA.  The federal drug laws would only pre-empt state 
laws that mandated the performance of acts prohibited by federal law such as 
the possession, manufacture or distribution of marijuana, the court held.  The 
court found that the MMA does not mandate such action but only requires 
employers to reimburse qualified employees for medical marijuana use.  It is 
not impossible for employers to comply with both the MMA and federal drug 
laws.  The employee had already obtained the marijuana before the employer 
would be required to reimburse him so any potential crime had already occurred.  
The court also found that the workers compensation judge properly determined 
that medical marijuana was reasonable and necessary to treat the employee’s 
chronic pain.

New Jersey residents will vote on legalizing recreational marijuana use in 
November.   

PAID SICK LEAVE A NEW YORK 2020 PRIORITY
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo has issued a proposal that would require 
New York employers to provide up to seven days of paid sick leave and stated 
that proposal was a priority for 2020. 

The proposal would grant five days of paid sick leave for employees of 
businesses with five to 99 employees, and seven days for employees of large 
corporations with over 100 workers. Companies with fewer than five employees 

would have to offer five days of unpaid, 
job-protected leave.  

The proposal would allow companies 
that already offer paid sick leave to 
continue their current practices. 

NLRB RULES COMPANIES 
CAN BAN USE OF WORK 
EMAIL FOR UNION 
ORGANIZING
The NLRB issued a ruling that allows 
companies to ban employees from 
using work email for union and other 
organizing purposes.  

The Board’s decision allows employers 
to restrict use of their email and other 
information technology systems to 
certain purposes so long as they don’t 
target union-related communications 
and activity. It also creates an exception 
for situations where there aren’t other 
reasonable means to communicate on 
non-working time.

The Board stated, that employees 
“do not have a statutory right to 
use employers’ email and other 
information-technology (IT) resources 
to engage in non-work-related 
communications.  Rather, employers 
have the right to control the use of 
their equipment, including their email 
and other IT systems, and they may 
lawfully exercise that right to restrict 
the uses to which those systems are 
put, provided that in doing so, they do 
not discriminate” against union-related 
communications.

The NLRB agreed with the employer 
and other business groups, which 
argued that employers have property 
and First Amendment rights to limit 
the use of their email systems and 
that requiring access to company 
email networks could cause workplace 
disruption and increase cybersecurity 
threats. •
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Major Growth Expected for 
Prefabrication and Permanent 
Modular Construction, New 
Study Finds
Findings show that most design and construction 
professionals using these methods experience im-
proved productivity and project quality, plus increas-
es in schedule certainty.

Dodge Data & Analytics has released the findings of a 
landmark study that provides a comprehensive exami-
nation of the current state and future expectations for 
prefabrication and modular construction. The Prefab-
rication and Modular Construction 2020 SmartMarket 
Report was published with the support of Bradley Corp., 
the Modular Building Institute, Pinnacle Infotech, MCAA 
and Skender and takes a close look at critical drivers, 
obstacles and benefits of using these methods, based 
on insight from architects, engineers and contractors 
already leveraging them.

The report shows that architects, engineers and con-
tractors that have used these methods plan to signifi-
cantly increase their engagement with them, especially 
for healthcare facilities, hotels and motels, multifamily 
projects, and college buildings and dormitories, which 
are at the vanguard of the new wave of interest in these 
methods. Critical trends in the construction industry, 
such as shorter project schedules and workforce short-
ages, are several drivers of wider use of these methods, 
and technology – like building information modeling – is 
enabling increased use.

In order to better understand the critical drivers and 
obstacles for using these methods and the benefits 
achieved, the study focuses on the architects, engineers 
and contractors that are already using them.

When it comes to methods already in use, the study 
shows that:

•Prefabricating single-trade assemblies (such as 
plumbing assemblies behind the wall in hospital rooms) 
is widely practiced, with 62% of respondents using 
prefabricated single-trade assemblies in the last three 
years.

•48% of those doing modular are using panelized 
modular components (such as wall or floor panels).

•Use of each of these methods is also expected to 
increase in the next three years, with the percentage of 
those leveraging them on 10% or more of their projects 
nearly 15 points higher than present use.

However, most interesting growth is expected in prac-
tices less widely used now:

•Prefabricated multi-trade assemblies, which involve 
the work of several trades combined together (such 
as a corridor rack in a hospital) will be used by 58% of 
those doing prefabrication in general—up dramatically 
from the 33% using this approach now.

•Equally dramatic growth is seen among those do-
ing modular construction in the use of full volumetric 
approach, in which entire parts of buildings (such as 
bathrooms or hotel and hospital rooms) are delivered 
preconstructed onsite and assembled together. A strik-
ing 61% expect to employ that method at least 10% of 
their projects in the next three years, up from just 44% 
of those doing modular construction who report using 
this method currently.

“It comes as no surprise to us that more developers 
and GCs plan to use modular construction over the next 
few years,” said Tom Hardiman, Executive Director of 
the Modular Building Institute. “The lack of adequate 
housing and the shortage of skilled labor, coupled with 
chronic cost and schedule overruns are leading more 
people towards this process.”

And when it comes to benefits of use:

•About 90% report that they achieve improved produc-
tivity, improved quality and increased schedule certain-
ty when using these methods compared to traditional 
stick-built construction.

•80% or more also report that they see improved cost 
predictability, reduced waste and increased client sat-
isfaction.

•Improved schedule performance, decreased construc-
tion costs and improved quality are also the top drivers 
for increasing their use of prefabrication and modular 
construction in the next three years.

“Dodge’s research clearly shows that prefabrication and 
modular construction are providing significant improve-
ments and efficiencies, and charting a new course in our 
industry,” says Jon Dommisse, Director of Strategy and 
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Corporate Development for Bradley Corp. “Throughout 
our almost 100 years, Bradley has kept a close eye on 
emerging trends that impact our business and custom-
ers. We appreciate the partnership with Dodge in helping 
us examine innovative opportunities to hone our busi-
ness strategy.”

The use of building information modeling (BIM) is also 
tied to the experience of those benefits. Among those 
using BIM on the majority of their projects, 60% credit it 
with improving the schedule performance of their pre-
fabricated or modular projects, and 50% with improving 
budget performance. “BIM improves the prefabrication 
and modular process by providing the means to acceler-
ate the design early enough to take advantage of these 
approaches and then offering certainty during the entire 
process,” says Steve Jones, senior director of industry 
insights at Dodge Data and Analytics. “Having these 

tools helps enable the industry to invest more in the use 
of multi-trade assemblies and volumetric construction in 
particular, and may be contributing to the strong growth 
expected in these areas.”

The greatest growth in the use of these methods will be 
in building types in which they are already well estab-
lished, such as healthcare facilities, hotels and motels, 
multifamily and college buildings and dormitories. How-
ever, a sizable percentage also expect low-rise offices, 
K-12 schools, public buildings and commercial ware-
house to experience a high frequency of use of prefabri-
cation or modular construction.

The Prefabrication and Modular Construction 2020 
SmartMarket Report is available for free download 
at https://www.construction.com/toolkit/reports/prefab-
rication-modular-construction-2020. •

 

Photo: Full Stack Modular
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WC&C 
Holiday Party
December 2019
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Governor Andrew M. Cuomo  recently 
unveiled the 30th proposal of his 
2020 State of the State: creating the 
Empire Station Complex - a 21st cen-
tury transit complex on Manhattan’s 

21st Century Empire Station Complex Proposed
Plan Includes Transforming the Existing Penn Station, Integrating 
the Soon-to-be Completed Moynihan Train Hall, and Acquiring 
the Block South of Penn Station to Create One Interconnected 
Train and Subway Complex
Increases Track and Train Capacity by 40 Percent and Creates 
New, Larger Terminals
Empire State Development will Partner with the MTA and Amtrak 
to Complete Project 

West Side. During a speech at the 
Association for a Better New York, 
the Governor announced the plan to 
transform the existing Penn Station 
site, integrate the soon-to-be com-

pleted Moynihan Train Hall and ac-
quire the block south of Penn Station 
to create an expanded, remodeled 
and interconnected train and subway 
complex. The plan creates new, larger 
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capacity by 40 percent. This will 
improve how more than half a million 

New Yorkers commute, travel and 
work every day, while transforming 
Penn into the world-class facility the 
Empire State deserves.»

Critical components of the Empire 
Station Complex Plan include acquir-
ing the property south of Penn Station 

to allow for the addition of at least 
eight new underground tracks that 

will boost Penn Station’s capacity by 
approximately 40 percent; exploring 
converting the MSG Theater on 8th 
Avenue into a world-class entrance 
into Penn Station; and catalyzing op-
portunities for development around 

continued on following page

terminals, and will increase track and 
train capacity by 40 percent - ad-
dressing the underlying and most 
critical problem at the busiest transit 
hub in the Western Hemisphere.

“For over a century, New York’s trans-
portation infrastructure drove our 
growth, especially in New York City, 
and after decades of idle talk without 
any real action, we are once again 
investing in large public projects to 
support a stronger economy. We’ve 
built more than any state in the nation, 
and now we are taking another big 
step to address one of the weakest 
links in our transit system,” Governor 
Cuomo said. «This expansion in the 
block south of Penn — combined with 
the soon-to-be-completed Moynihan 
Train Hall and the transformation of the 
existing Penn facility — will create an 
interconnected, world-class Empire 
Station Complex that will expand 
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Penn Station to create a new econom-
ic engine for the city and state and a 
funding stream to help finance im-
provements to Penn. Amtrak, which 
owns the existing Penn Station, will 

participate in planning and financ-
ing this historic project. Additionally, 
the Governor announced New York 
State, Amtrak and other stakeholders 
will partner with a consultant design 
team - led by FXCollaborative - to 
develop and help carry out our plan 
to transform the existing Penn Station.

New York’s Penn Station is the busiest 
transit facility in the Western Hemi-
sphere, serving more passengers 
than John F. Kennedy, LaGuardia, 
and Newark Airports combined. Every 
day, more than 650,000 passengers 
are forced to navigate the station’s 
narrow underground labyrinth, which 
is notoriously devoid of natural light, 
consistent wayfinding, or sufficient 
waiting areas. Penn Station’s corri-
dors and waiting areas are overcrowd-
ed, its platforms and tracks are over 
capacity, and it is only getting worse 
— with delays, mounting maintenance 
problems, serious safety and security 

issues and inadequate accessibility be-
coming regular occurrences. 

This new complex, capable of handling 
more passengers than ever before, will 
support the State’s efforts to reduce 

congestion -- which include the nation-
leading Central Business District Tolling 
program -- so we can get more people 
out of their cars and into a 21st century 
mass transit network. 

Immediate improvements are already 
underway, including the new Moynihan 
Train Hall and an expanded LIRR cor-
ridor, which will ease congestion in the 
short term and enhance the passenger 
experience. At the same time, region-
ally significant projects like East Side 
Access, the LIRR Third Track and the 
Metro-North Penn Access Project will 
increase LIRR and Metro North capac-
ity, drawing more commuters into Penn 
Station. Taken together, these initiatives 
present both a critical need and a major 
opportunity to re-envision Penn Station 
on a grand scale.  

For over a century, New 
York’s transportation infra-
structure drove our growth, 

especially in New York City, 
and after decades of idle 
talk without any real action, 
we are once again invest-
ing in large public proj-
ects to support a stronger 
economy.

—Governor Andrew M. 
Cuomo 

 
The Empire Station Complex Plan 
will magnify the benefits of the 
State’s existing projects, build new, 
larger terminals at the complex and 
dramatically expand the station’s 
track and train capacity. The plan 
also creates multiple access points 
to Penn Station tracks, greatly 
reducing congestion and enhancing 
safety. 

The plan will be overseen by Em-
pire State Development, which will 
establish a General Project Plan 
in collaboration with the MTA and 
Amtrak. MTA will be responsible for 
the transportation planning compo-
nents of the project and the plan to 
transform Penn Station.  

Under the Empire Station Complex 
Plan, the properties on the block 
south of Penn Station will be ac-
quired, enabling Penn Station’s 
underground infrastructure to grow 
southward. This represents the 
first expansion of Penn Station’s 
foundational infrastructure since the 
station was completed in 1910, and 
will allow for the creation of at least 
eight new tracks, boosting track and 
train capacity by approximately 40 
percent. 

Throughout the process, Empire 
State Development and the MTA 
will work with all local community 
stakeholders, including New York 
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City, Community Boards, civic groups, 
affected property owners, elected 
officials and New Jersey Transit, to 
ensure their needs are represented in 
the final development plan.

The State will also explore acquir-
ing the Madison Square Garden 
Theater, allowing for the possibility 
of opening Penn and creating a new 

block-long grand entrance at 8th Av-
enue.

The Plan will also create opportuni-
ties for redevelopment on the blocks 
surrounding Penn Station, setting the 
stage to transform antiquated and 
underutilized buildings into a new 
economic engine for New York. A 
value-capture framework will combine 

Payments In Lieu of Taxes (PILOTs) 
and income from new commercial 
development in the district to help 
fund Penn Station’s revitalization. In-
creased income and sales taxes from 
the district will benefit both New York 
State and City. Commercial develop-
ment in the surrounding area will include 
new entrances and connections for both 
Penn Station and the subway system, 
which will further increase transit access 
for the entire neighborhood. 

This transformational plan will greatly 
improve passenger circulation, de-
crease passenger and train congestion, 
and allow natural light to the complex. 
All of these improvements will facilitate 
access into, and egress out of the new 
Empire Station Complex increasing 
safety and security for the more than 
650,000 passengers who travel through 
the facility daily. •                                                                          
   Source—GoveernorCuomo’sOffice
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Product News

Estimating Edge, a trusted provider of professional 
estimating and takeoff software, announced the launch 
of EDGE On Site, a new product that construction 
professionals can operate with an iPad to track progress 
on jobs against their original estimates.

EDGE On Site extends the power of The EDGE, our 
flagship estimating and takeoff software, 
into the field so that our customers 
can monitor production progress on a 
real-time basis,” said Adam Oaks, chief 
executive officer of Estimating Edge. 
“The data is uploaded directly from 
the foreman’s iPad while at the job site 
to a secure cloud repository and then 
accessible to authorized users on the 
customer’s private web portal. This 
solution tracks against the job estimate 
and change orders while production is 
occurring.”
EDGE On Site is an intelligent mobile 
product management solution. It 
connects to The EDGE estimate and 
blueprints to populate the mobile 
application on the foreman’s iPad with 
the various elements of a construction 
project.
EDGE On Site is a breakthrough in the 
construction technology industry in three key ways:

1.Production tracking in the field — The solution was 
built from scratch for the iOS mobile software platform 
so it functions efficiently on the job site from an 
iPad. This enables users to not only track against the 
estimate, but also the critical change orders that often 
determine the ultimate profitability of a project.
2.Optimizes actual and target production rates — 

Project managers have real-time insights into job 
performance so they can track whether they are 
producing at the rate they expected based on the job 
budget.
3.Easy for foreman to use — There is virtually no data 
entry required since EDGE On Site does all of the 
heavy lifting with its visual user interface, making the 

product easy for any foreman to adopt and use from 
day one.

For more information about EDGE On Site or to 
schedule a free demonstration, please go to https://
www.estimatingedge.com/edge-on-site.

EDGE ON SITE
https://www.estimatingedge.com/edge-on-site

Estimating Edge Launches EDGE On Site, 
New Mobile Solution to Track Commercial 
Construction Progress in the Field
Pioneer in construction takeoff and estimating 
software rolls out new tool built on mobile cloud 
platform
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Product News

Werner, the world leader in ladders and manufacturer of 
climbing products and fall protection equipment, intro-
duced the Multi-Position Pro Ladder. 

The Multi-Position Pro Ladder is the lightest weight 
multi-position ladder developed by Werner with a 
375lb. load rating per side. The new five-position ladder 
addresses professional users’ need for versatility by 
offering a lightweight product that provides stability and 
durability for multiple application needs. 

The Multi-Position Pro Ladder was designed with POW-
ERLITE™ rails to decrease the weight of the ladder mak-
ing it easier to load, unload and configure. End users 

can operate this unit as a twin stepladder, stairway step-
ladder, wall ladder or two scaffold bases, no additional 
hinges required (plank and tie-downs not included). The 
Multi-Position Pro addresses ladder weight concerns 
while providing stability and durability to ensure confi-
dence under foot when climbing and descending.

The Multi-Position Pro Ladder was designed for versatility 
to both the professional worker and the home improve-
ment enthusiast. The pro-grade multi-position ladder 
can be used on jobsites for facilities maintenance, roof 
inspections, painting stairways, drywall, insulation instal-
lation and more. Whereas the home improvement enthu-
siast can use the lightweight, five-in-one design to clean 
gutters, trim trees, paint and accomplish a variety of other 
projects. The Multi-Position Pro Ladder is OSHA and 
ANSI approved and available in 4 sizes: 14 ft, 18 ft, 22 ft 
and 26 ft.

WERNER COMPANY                                                                                        
wernerladder.com

Werner Introduces Lightest 
Weight Multi-Position Ladder
New Multi-Position Pro addresses ladder weight 
concerns while providing stability and durability.
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New Milwaukee PACKOUT™ 
Rolling Tool Box
Milwaukee’s PACKOUT™ modular storage system is the 
industry’s most durable and versatile storage system. 
The PACKOUT™ rolling 
tool box is constructed 
with impact resistant 
polymers and metal 
reinforced corners so 
it can withstand harsh 
jobsite environments. 
The rolling tool stor-
age box connects with 
all other PACKOUT™ 
system components 
via integrated locking 
cleats and features a 
250 lbs of weight ca-
pacity. An industrial-grade extension handle and 9” all-
terrain wheels ensure you can roll the tool box anywhere 
on the jobsite. An IP65 rated weather seal protects your 
tools and accessories from rain and other jobsite debris. 
Interior organizer trays allow you to keep equipment 
organized to fit your needs. Reinforced hinges and carry 
handle ensure the rolling tool box is easily transportable 
wherever you need it. 
MILWAUKEE TOOL                                                                                            
milwaukeetool.com

Makita U.S.A., Inc., manufacturer of high-quality profes-
sional tools and accessories, announces two new 18V 
LXT® Brushless Cordless Rivet Tools (XVR01 and XVR02) 
for assembly and construction needs. The 18V LXT 
Brushless Cordless Rivet Tools provide power, speed, 
and convenience to the application.

 The XVR01 installs rivets up to 3/16” and features a 
25mm stroke that sets most rivets in one stroke. The 
XVR02 installs rivets up to 1/4” and features a 30 mm 
stroke that sets most rivets in one stroke.

Both rivet tools are capable of pulling aluminum, steel 
and stainless steel rivets. The BL™Brushless Motor 

Makita Launches Two 18V LXT 
Cordless Rivet Tools

delivers 10 kN of pulling force on the XVR01 and 20 kN 
of pulling force on the 
XVR02.

The tools hold the rivet 
in place allowing the 
user to operate in any 
orientation. A trans-
parent mandrel catch 
container provides 
convenient viewing 
of the container level. 
Ergonomically de-
signed handles provide 
increased comfort 
and reduced operator 
fatigue. A built-in L.E.D. light illuminates the work area.

18V LXT® System
Makita LXT Cordless System, the world’s largest cord-
less tool system powered by 18V lithium-ion slide-style 
batteries, takes a user from power tools to outdoor 
power equipment to get the job done. Makita 18V LXT 
Batteries have the fastest charge times in their catego-
ries, so they spend more time working and less time 
sitting on the charger.  

MAKITA TOOLS
makitatools.com

Hilti Inc. expands its industry-leading cordless tool offer-
ing with the addition of the world’s first cordless breaker, 
the TE 500-A36.  Specifically engineered for the chal-
lenges associated with breaking concrete and masonry, 
this new tool gives construction professionals the power 
of a corded breaker with the mobility and productivity of a 
cordless solution. Hilti continues to build upon its best-in-
class 36-volt cordless platform leadership with this new 
breaker on the heels of introducing the world’s first cord-
less chipper, the TE 300-A36, last year in Las Vegas at the 
World of Concrete tradeshow.

Powered by the strongest and highest capacity (36-
volt 9.0 ah lithium-ion) battery in its class and a high 
efficiency brushless motor, the cordless breaker delivers 

Hilti Introduces World’s First 
Cordless Breaker
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unmatched power, performance, and reliability.  The 
tool includes Hilti’s exclusive Active Vibration Reduc-
tion (AVR) technology, which reduces the tool’s triaxial 
vibration over 30% compared to the competition and 
helps keep contractors productive. Couple it with the 
VC 75-A22 
cordless 
backpack 
vacuum 
system for 
an OSHA 
compliant virtually dustless solution that allows users to 
fully cut the cord.

“We’re at the forefront of delivering cordless tools strong 
enough to take on the most challenging applications 
without sacrificing performance or ergonomics (e.g. 
weight, vibrations, etc.),” said Rafael Garcia, Senior Vice 
President of Marketing at Hilti North America. “We intro-
duced 36-volt cordless tools nearly 35 years ago, and our 

longevity in cordless leadership and battery innovation is 
a testament to our commitment to solving our customers’ 
challenges. The world’s first cordless breaker is a great 
addition to our growing, cordless solutions as we con-
tinue to service our customers’ needs.”

Dedicated to helping customers improve productivity, Hilti 
offers innovative cordless tools for professionals includ-
ing the best warranty and services in the industry. The TE 
500-A36 is backed by Hilti’s industry best Tool Warran-
ty – 20 years of repair or replacement of defective parts; 2 
years no cost repair including wear and tear; and a guar-
anteed 1-day turn-around on repairs – and is fully avail-
able for those customers experiencing the unprecedented 
flexibility and service of Hilti Tool Fleet Management.

HILTI COMPANY
hilti.com
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New FELTWorksTM Blades from Armstrong Ceiling 
& Wall Solutions enable architects and designers to 
redefine the ceiling plane with a soft, linear visual that 
adds quiet and warmth to interior spaces. 

Easy to specify and install, FELTWorks Blades are 
available in two kitted design modules, as well as 
rectangular panels in 6", 8" and 10" heights. Kitted 
module options include Ebbs & Flows and Peaks & 
Valleys designs, offering custom looks from standard 
products. The 3/8" thick panels are available in 
standard 48" and 96" lengths and 15 standard colors. 

The online FELTWorks Blades Design Guide allows 
architects and designers to explore and download 
detailed layout drawings with specific information, 
including blade identification numbers and pattern 
repeats, to help scale designs for use in any size 
space. For a one-of-a-kind, custom FELTWorks 
visual, the design professionals at the Armstrong You 
InspireTM Solutions Center can provide assistance. 

Panels Absorb up to 70 Percent of the Sound that 
Strikes Them 

Made from up to 50 percent post-consumer recycled 
PET fibers, panels absorb up to 70 percent of the 

New FELTWorks™ Blades from 
Armstrong Redefine Ceiling 
Plane with Soft Visual that 
Quiets Interior Spaces
Easy to specify and install kitted design modules 
offer custom looks from standard products

sound that strikes them, quieting noisy spaces. With 
their unique hook detail, the panels attach easily to a 
slotted aluminum suspension bar and can be quickly 
moved or removed for plenum access. Since color is 
consistent throughout the panels, there is no need to 
field-finish cut edges. 

FELTWorks Blades panels are part of the Sustain® 
portfolio and meet the most stringent industry 
sustainability standards. The panels have a Class 
A fire rating and are approved for use in all seismic 
categories. 

Visit armstrongceilings.com/feltworksblades. 

ARMSTRONG CEILINGS
armstrongceilings.com

New additions are part of Armstrong® Total Acoustics® 
portfolio, providing sound blocking and sound 
absorption in the same pane
The need to keep personal and business conversations 
private from those in adjacent spaces is more 
important than ever. To help ensure the highest level 
of confidentiality, especially in spaces with partial 
height, demountable, or full-height walls with unsealed 
penetrations, Armstrong Ceiling & Wall Solutions has 
introduced Calla® PrivAssure™ ceiling panels.
The new panels feature a Ceiling Attenuation Class 
(CAC) of 45-to-50. The CAC indicates the ability of a 

ALSO FROM ARMSTRONG…
Calla® PrivAssure™ Ceiling Panels from Armstrong Address Partial Height 
Wall Construction Trend; Provide Highest Levels of Confidentiality

ceiling to block sound in one space from passing up into 
the plenum and transmitting back down into an adjacent 
space that shares the same plenum. The higher the CAC, 
the better the ceiling acts as a barrier to sound intrusion 
between spaces. A CAC of 35 or higher is considered high 
performance.  
High sound blocking performance contributes to the 
sound isolation requirements of the WELL Building 
Standard™, FGI Guidelines for Healthcare, LEED® v4 and 
HIPAA. CAC is especially important in applications with 
walls that do not go to the deck.
armstrongceilings.com



Off The Wall  Winter 2020  27  

Product News

DEWALT announces the 20V MAX* XR® Brushless 
Cordless 1/4 
Sheet Variable 
Speed Sander 
(DCW200), an 
addition to the 
popular, now 
six-tool cordless 
woodworking 

line. It’s also part of the expansive 20V MAX* System from 
DEWALT, featuring over 200 products that serve a wide 
variety of users in numerous applications.
The 20V MAX* XR® Brushless Cordless 1/4 Sheet Variable 
Speed Sander provides users with the power and runtime 
needed to get the job done. A variable, seven-speed dial 
offers speed control from 12,000 – 14,000 OPM, allowing 
users to match the sander’s speed to their application. 
At 5.3 inches tall, 6 inches long, 4.6 inches wide, and 
2.1 pounds without a battery, the sander is low-profile, 
sitting close to the work surface for precision in detailed 
applications.

DEWALT Announces 20V MAX* XR® 1/4 Sheet Sander
20V MAX* System continues to grow with a new 
cordless woodworking option

To aid in dust collection, the sander features a one-
handed locking dust bag that attaches securely to the 
sander through its AIRLOCK™-compatible dust port. 
Alternatively, the user can attach the sander directly 
to the DWV010 or DWV012 dust collectors, sold 
separately. The sander features a rubber over-mold grip 
that provides comfortable sanding, while a paper clamp 
is designed to hold paper securely and provide easy 
installation.
Available where DEWALT products are sold, the 20V 
MAX* XR® 1/4 Sheet Sander will come kitted with 
(1) 5.0Ah Battery for $249 MSRP (DCW200P1), kitted 
with (1) 2.0Ah Battery for $199 MSRP (DCW200D1), 
or without a battery for $129 MSRP (DCW200B). The 
sander comes with a three-year limited, one-year free 
service contract, and 90-day money back guarantee. 
More information on DEWALT tools, including additional 
cordless woodworking options, can be found at 
DEWALT.com.
* Maximum initial battery voltage (measured without a 
workload) is 20 volts. Nominal voltage is 18.
DEWALT TOOLS                                                                                                  
dewalt.com

ClarkDietrich is proud to announce the launch of Strait-
Flex® Gold, a new paper-faced composite corner bead 
featuring a memory-free hinge that adjusts to any angle 
to create perfect inside and outside 90° as well as off-
angle corners. Strait-Flex Gold replaces the previous 
Mid-Flex 250 corner bead in the product line.
The product’s composite structural backing provides 
strength for durability and impact resistance, while 
the heavy-weight, diamond punched paper provides 
maximum adhesion for an even lay-down of the paper 
edge and reduced edge cracking. In addition, the paper 
surface is pretreated to accept paint, and finishing 
compound is not required over the laminated area which 
results in 50% less compound versus standard corner 
bead. Strait-Flex Gold is packaged in 100 ft. rolls that 
can be cut to the desired length in the field to minimize 
scrap loss.
In conjunction with the launch of Strait-Flex Gold, Mid-
Flex 300 and Wide-Flex 400 will be rebranded as Strait-
Flex Mid-Flex and Strait-Flex Wide-Flex, respectively, 

Clarkdietrich Introduces Strait-Flex® Gold Composite Corner Bead

and will receive new packaging to coordinate with Strait-
Flex Gold.
Long recognized as a leader in cold-formed steel 
framing, ClarkDietrich’s growing portfolio of interior 
and exterior framing products has elevated the brand 
to a leader in finishing products. That expansion began 
with the acquisition of Vinyl Corp., one of the largest 
full-line vinyl bead and trim manufacturers in the 
U.S. and continued with the acquisition of Strait-Flex 
International, a leading provider of finishing products for 
interior drywall applications. 
CLARKDIETRICH                                                 
clarkdietrich.com
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USG Sheetrock® Brand EcoSmart Panels Firecode® X 
(UL Type ULIX™) were named by BuildingGreen as one 
of the Top 10 Green Building Products for 2020. These 
annual awards recognize innovations in the building 
industry that positively contribute to sustainability and 
climate change now and in the years ahead.

USG Sheetrock® Brand EcoSmart Panels Firecode® 
X represent a revolution in wallboard manufacturing, 
significantly reducing the Environmental Product 
Declaration impact categories of global warming 
potential, photochemical ozone creation potential and 
abiotic depletion potential— fossil fuels. The panels use 
up to 25% less water to manufacture, reduce associated 
greenhouse gas emissions by up to 25%, and because 
they’re up to 22% lighter than standard Type X and 28% 
lighter than Type C, more can be transported on fewer 
trucks, saving transportation fossil fuel.

Beyond their environmental benefits, USG Sheetrock® 
Brand EcoSmart Panels Firecode® X can also be used 
as an alternative for much heavier, more expensive Type 
C panels in walls, columns, and floor and roof-ceilings. 

Not only does this simplify jobsite stocking and reduce 
the chance for misapplication, it also promotes greater 
worker safety and productivity.

The panels are UL Greenguard Gold certified for low 
emissions, LBC Red List free, contain 100% USDA certi-
fied biobased content, have a LEED v4 compliant Type 
III EPD and v2.1 Health Product Declaration, and are 
the only gypsum panels that meet the Architecture 2030 
Challenge for Products with a lower carbon footprint.

BuildingGreen honored USG at the annual Greenbuild 
Expo in Atlanta, Ga. on November 20. Its Top 10 Green 
Building Products awards identify products that sig-
nificantly improve upon standard “business-as-usual” 
practices, reducing energy consumption and carbon 
emissions, improving product life cycles, and as having 
a net-positive impact on society and the environment.

For more information on USG Sheetrock® Brand 
EcoSmart Panels, visit usg.com/eco.

USG                                                                                                                                            
usg.com/eco

USG Sheetrock® Brand EcoSmart Panels Firecode® X          
Named One of the Top 10 Green Building Products
BuildingGreenrecognizesmanufacturerforeffortstoreducecarbon
emissions and energy consumption, improve product life cycles

Parkland Introduces Pvc-Plank 
& Wainscot System
The New PolyMAX Wainscot® system and plank 
product, now available from Parkland Performance 
Walls & Ceilings, are ideal for residential and commercial 
applications that require demanding performance 
characteristics yet benefit from eye-appealing 
architectural style. This new PVC product is totally 
waterproof and consists of reversible 6” planks featuring 
two different patterns, base molding with a built in mois-
ture seal, and chair railing designed to accommodate 
minor variations in top-to-bottom heights on wainscot 
applications.

Available as 8’ planks for custom total wall applications 
and in a traditional 3’ total wainscot system, PolyMAX is 
100% waterproof, non-absorbent and will not swell or 

rot. Ideal for high-moisture areas, it is mold and mildew 
resistant, will not harbor bacteria, is easy to clean and 
virtually maintenance free.

PARKLAND PLASTICS
parklandplastics.com
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The Senco DuraSpin is a versatile screw system, de-
signed to make you as productive as possible. Com-
pared to loose screws, DuraSpin increases screw 
fastening speeds by more than four times, improving 
your job site productivity by more than 30%. 

The Senco DuraSpin uses collated screws, meaning you 
don’t have to reach for new screws all the time, placing 
them and then screwing them: you can simply move the 
device to fasten screw after screw. The collated screws 
are easy to load in less than a second and the nosepiece 
is adjustable without tools. Because of this, the Senco 
DuraSpin screw gun allows you to drive more screws 
faster and with greater accuracy. This results in quicker 
installations, lower costs and greater profitability.

The precise depth-of-drive adjustment with depth lock 
allows the DuraSpin to sink a screw 5 cm below the 
surface of hard wood. Because of the corner-fit feed 
system, you are able to place screws in hard to reach 

places like corners and tight spaces. The high torque 
motor makes the tool a great fit for general contractors 
that need the versatility to do a wide variety of jobs. It 
provides plenty of power for composite decks, cement 
board, or applications where dense engineered materials 
are needed. Moreover, the DuraSpin is ideal for applica-
tions where drill point screws are used to cut through 
heavy steel.

The Senco DuraSpin is available in a cordless de-
sign and a corded design. The cordless DuraSpin is per-
fect when high mobility is key. No wire, no hassle. The 
battery is good for 1400 shots per charge. The corded 
model offers a bit more power and has the advantage of 
not having to change batteries.

You can load the DuraSpin screw gun with drywall 
screws, metal screws and wood screws.

New Senco DuraSpin Improves Site Productivity

SENCO DURASPIN
senco.com
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The GTT150HD delivers 105 joules of reliable hard-
hitting power you need to shoot in to hard concrete 
and structural steel. The lithium ion battery technology 
drives in 8,000 pins per charge com-
pared to 3,000 for most other compet-
ing systems, and will charge in about 
an hour. Less charging down time 
means more time on the job. Advanced 
fuel cell technology provides an un-
precedented 4-year shelf life compared 
to 1 year for most other competing 
systems.
BENEFITS

• Power to shoot into hard concrete 
& structural steel
• Fuel cell delivers a 4-year shelf 
life and 1,000 shots

• Lithium ion battery delivers 8,000 shots per charge 
nearly 3x more than competing systems

GTTPins are made with heat-treated 
steel and MH galvanized for higher 
quality
1-hour battery recharge time
No license required

GRABBER TOOLS
Grabberman.com

Grabber Track to Hard Concrete and Structural Steel Nail Gun

•
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The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (OSHA) will commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the Occupational Safety 
and Health Act of 1970 (OSH Act) with a yearlong 
celebration of past achievements, current efforts, and 
future initiatives to protect the American workforce.

Signed into law by President Richard M. Nixon 
on December 29, 1970, the OSH Act was created 
“to assure safe and healthful working conditions for 
working men and women,” laying the groundwork for 
the creation of OSHA the following spring. Following the 
establishment of the OSH Act, workplace fatalities were 
reduced approximately 65 percent.

“America’s workplaces are safer and healthier thanks 
to the Occupational Safety and Health Act and the 

U.S. Department of Labor Commemorates 50 Years of the 
Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 with
“Protecting the American Workforce” Campaign

thousands of individuals at the Labor Department who 
have implemented the Act over the last 50 years,” U.S. 
Secretary of Labor Eugene Scalia said. “The OSH Act is 
a cornerstone of worker protection in our country, and 
thanks to OSHA’s work, countless American workers 
have gotten home safely to their families each day.”

“The creation of the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration made real, demonstrable 
improvement in worker safety in the United States,” 
said Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Labor of 
Occupational Safety and Health Loren Sweatt. “OSHA 
looks to continue to reduce occupational hazards and 
improve worker health. I am proud of the agency’s 
half century of accomplishments and look forward 
to working with everyone dedicated to the agency’s 
mission.”

Yearlong Efforts will Highlight OSHA Past Achievements, Current Efforts, and Future Goals

OSHA has published a new webpage that links 
to resources on the agency’s site about workplace 
safety and health issues raised by the 2019 Novel 
Coronavirus outbreak.

For example, the page connects users to specific 
recommendations about how to prevent exposure to 
healthcare, clinical laboratory, airline, waste manage-
ment and other workers.

It also links to several agency standards and 
directives that may apply in the outbreak, including 
the “general duty clause” of the Occupational Safety 
and Health Act; OSHA’s personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) standard; and OSHA’s recordkeeping and 
reporting requirements:

•The “general duty clause” requires employers 

OSHA Publishes Resource on Coronavirus Outbreak
to provide a workplace that is “free from recognized 
hazards…likely to cause death or serious harm to 
employees.”

•The PPE standard requires that protective equip-
ment, clothing and barriers be provided whenever 
necessary to prevent employees from being exposed 
to environmental hazards.

•The recordkeeping and reporting requirements 
mandate that certain employers keep a record of 
work-related illnesses and injuries. According to 
OSHA, while recordkeeping regulations exempt re-
cording of the common cold and flu, the 2019 Novel 
Coronavirus “is a recordable illness when a worker 
is infected on the job.” In addition, reporting require-
ments may apply.
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